
Do you want to be engaged in community energy 
movement? Do you want to take the power back? Are you 
interested in setting up your sustainable energy project? Do 
you want to link with like - minded youth? 
During previous years we have witnessed silent community 
energy renaissance that is slowly spreading through most EU 
countries. A revolution based on decentralized, bottom–up 
approach, with local production and consumption of 
renewable energy. It is the kind of revolution that is 
constituted  by groups of citizens which jointly run renewable 
energy initiatives, develop new products, sell renewable 
energy or provide services to new initiatives. What we see is 
that energy users are becoming co-providers of energy 
services. Active consumer participation is of  mayor 
importance, due to the increasing energy crisis, wars and 
challenges caused by climate change. With their active 
involvement,  citizens are strengthening their community 
democracy. They are building it through a reduction of  
energy consumption and costs, by mitigation of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) and other emissions and through  increase the 
renewable energy share in electricity consumption. RES 
(renewable energy projects) projects, which are being 
developed by and for the local community, help their local 
economy,  by keeping more energy money in the hands of 
their members. They serve as an example of what can happen 
when we react and when we, with our own actions,  become 
main co-creators of our future. A sustainable future from 
which we can all benefit.
But, even though there were more than 2,400 renewable 
energy cooperatives in Europe at the beginning of 2015, many 
young people still haven’t heard about them nor do they 
know much about. If we want the energy transition from fossil 
and nuclear fuels to renewable energy and energy e�ciency 
be successful, we must connect young people with hundreds 
of thousands of Europeans, that think and feel the same, and 
that are united through common work - renewable energy 
cooperatives and other citizen energy initiatives.
But for doing that we need to enable them with work 
experience, give them a financial support and practical skills 
to start up their energy projects. What they need is an 
empowerment. Empowerment , where they could connect 
with like – minded people, hear new stories and learn new 
practical skills.  
That is why 2 years ago, a little group of 5 enthusiastic 
youngsters has decided to start their own little revolution and 

start a network where members, through mutual cooperation, 
work together to show other youngsters how to enhance their 
participation in the energy sector, how to engage in green 
entrepreneurship and how to start their own energy 
initiatives. 
With this in mind, SEYN wants to actively contribute to a 
fossil-fuel free era and lead positive social change through 
youth empowerment and their inclusion in the European 
(world) energy decision-making. 
SEYN academy aims to detect common ground between 
di�erent practices in a variety of European countries and 
wants to increase Europe-wide participation of young people 
in the creation of new community-rooted initiatives.
With a unique curriculum that has been developed through 
collaboration with experts from green/renewable energy 
sector, SEYN Šolta Academy wants to ensure participants get 
quality education and training in renewable energy and apply 
this to the transition to a clean energy future.  One of the 
academy aims is to build a network of young people from 
di�erent European countries engaged in community 
renewable energy to document good practice, share 
experiences and create  support/solidarity networks. After 
taking part in the academy, participants will get a chance to 
mobilize their peers in the community around di�erent forms 
of collaboration around sustainable energy, primarily in 
building up local cooperatives. They will become active SEYN 
members and  promoters, and through innovative actions will 
assist in decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and 
investments in dirty industries.

WHERE and WHEN? 
Venue: Solarna akademija Zelene akcije, Island Šolta, Croatia, 
27 July – 1 August 2015

WHO ?
SEYN Šolta Academy program board (Vedran Horvat, Marina 
Petrović, Toni Vidan, Tomislav Tomašević, Robert Pašičko, 
Mislav Kirac, Melani Furlan, Igor Grozdanić) has prepared 
interesting, creative and multilayered program for youngsters 
that want to be more actively involved in community energy 
projects and entrepreneurship.

HOW?
The SEYN Šolta Academy is based on  a combination of 
plenary and group work, where experts from green/renewable 

energy sector will teach youth how to start and develop their 
own energy initiatives. The program will be divided into five 
modules where participants will learn practical and useful 
skills, so that they could get holistic and well rounded 
knowledge with theory and examples.

WHAT?
The program focuses on practical work with a variety of 
examples and group work where participants will get a 
chance to work on a real project that will later be put on the 
Citizen energy crowdfunding platform. 

- Practical work on your project 

- Skills oriented workshop

- In-depth work in five thematic modules 

 (COMMONS, COMMUNITY, EUROPE, PROJECTS, SEYN)

- Networking and friendship making

- Improved foreign language competencies 

- Increased sense of initiative and green entrepreneurship

- Enhanced intercultural awareness

- Increased motivation for taking part in future   
 (formal/non-formal) education and training

The call is open until the 5th of June. After the deadline, a 
selection committee composed of representatives of the 
organizers will evaluate the applications and inform selected 
participants until 15th of June. The total number of the 
participants for this academy is 20. The academy 
distinguishes two categories of participants: participants who 
are entitled to partial or full financial support  (15 participants) 
and those that are paying their own expenses. (5 participants)

Information about venue location and 
accommodation
VENUE                          
This event will take place on the Solarna akademija Zelene 
akcije, Šolta Island in Croatia. Šolta is approx 45mins away by 
ferry/catamaran from Split, which is the second biggest city in 
Croatia. The Green Action facility at Šolta is a unique example 
of the transformation of abandoned and devastated military 
facilities into a popular public center  for education and 
inspiration in the field of sustainable development and 
environmental advocacy.  
"Vela Straža" is the name of the hill on top of which our camp 
is situated. It's located in an old military barracks complex, 
which is being renovated.
The camp is 2 km along a track southwest from Grohote, the 
largest village on the Island of Šolta. 
If you wish to buy something, the closest shop to the venue is 
20-30 mins away on foot.  

ACCOMMODATION                                                                                                                         
We will be working and sleeping in an ex-military barrack 
complex – there are 5 buildings amongst a pine forest on the 
top of the island.                                                                                 
The accommodation will be in four BIG rooms (8-10 people 

sleeping in each of them) with beds with mattresses, pillows 
and some bedding.
There are 7 toilets and 2 solar showers in a separate small 
building.                                                          
If you wish, you can bring some drinks and food from your 
countries for cultural evening activities. We encourage you to 
also bring images, videos and any publications or flyers that 
demonstrate your work in your organizations!

WHAT WE OFFER :
1) Organizers will reimburse travel expanses in amount of up 

to 200 euros per participant travelling from European 
destination. However,  beforehand participants will be 
asked to provide information on travel costs. For Croatian 
participants travel costs will not be covered. For 
participants coming from close region (Serbia, Slovenia, 
Bosnia and Hercegovina, Macedonia and Montenegro) 
organizators will will reimburse their travel expanses up to  
50 euros. Travel costs will be reimbursed once full travel 
documentation is delivered to the organizers to accounts 
of the respective participants 

2)  For all participants,organizers will cover costs of 
accomodation and meals.

Europe – 10

Croatia, Bosnia and Hercegovina, Slovenia, Macedonia 
and Montenegro  - 5

3) For 5 participants organizators do NOT cover any  travel 
expenses. Academy fee is 50 EUR and it will cover 

- three meals per day;
- workshops;
- material;

For interested applicants, application 
package is composed of:

1) One page biography with contact details (phone, email)

2) Short biographical motivation letter that explains how 
your current engagement fits into Sustainable energy 
youth network goals and activities (are you planing to 
become an active SEYN member,  describe how do you 
see your role,  would you like to occasionally publish 
something for SEYN web page, are you already active on 
SEYN Facebook page,  are there some similar groups in 
your country with which we could connect..)  (SEYN) 
(minimum 4000 characters)

3) Essay, article or short video (for essay or article minimum 
4000 characters) in which you describe and give your 
opinion about interesting energy projects in your area

4) Optional – Your SEYN energy project that you would like 
to work on during your time at the academy  

For us it's  very important that you indicate in the text of your 
motivation letter what is yours previous knowledge in the 
field of community energy, sustainable energy projects, 
energy cooperatives etc. 

We note that working language is English and that 
translation is not provided. Therefore, fluency in spoken and 
written English is one of the pre-conditions to participate in 
the program. 
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IMPORTANT 
Once you complete your application, please send it to 
marinapetrovic777@gmail.com untill 5th of June 2015.

All successfull aplicants will be informed about the outcome 
of their application latest at 15th of June 2015. 

People on reserve list will be also informed  about their 
status.

Where to find us (Sustainable energy youth network)

Facebook: Sustainable Energy Youth Network 

Web page: seynetwork.eu

Email: marinapetrovic777@gmail.com 

With financial support of the 
European Parliament to
Green European Foundation.


