
ACCEPTABLE WAYS OF INDICATING LANGUAGE SKILL LEVEL  
 

Language Finnish Swedish English 
The student has 
completed 

• Comprehensive school in Finnish 
• Secondary education in Finnish 
• Finnish as mother tongue with a passing 

grade as a part of the Matriculation 
Examination  

• Finnish as the Second Language with the 
grade magna cum laude approbatur as a 
part of the Matriculation Examination  

• Finnish as the A language (i.e. mother 
tongue) as a part of IB, as the LI language 
(i.e. mother tongue) as a part of EB, or 
Finnish as a part of Reifeprüfung 

• Finnish with the minimum grade of good in 
a language test included in university degree 
studies, or university level language studies 
that indicate a good oral and written 
knowledge of Finnish (as the second 
domestic language) 

• At a university, the minimum of 70 credits (= 
35 credit units) or the grade cum laude 
approbatur in the Finnish language, or has 
received a certificate indicating studies in an 
equivalent subject 

• Polytechnic degree in Finnish 
• A Bachelor’s degree in Finnish 
• A Master’s degree in Finnish 
• A Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree with 

Finnish as the major subject 
• Has passed a maturity examination at a 

university in Finnish 
 

• Comprehensive school in Swedish 
• Secondary education Swedish 
• Swedish as mother tongue with a passing 

grade as a part of the Matriculation 
Examination  

• Swedish as the Second language  with the 
grade magna cum laude approbatur as a 
part of the Matriculation Examination  

• Swedish as the A language (i.e. mother 
tongue) as a part of IB, as the LI language 
(i.e. mother tongue) as a part of EB, or 
Swedish as a part of Reifeprüfung 

• Swedish with the minimum grade of 
good in a language test included in 
university degree studies, or university level 
language studies that indicate a good oral 
and written knowledge of Swedish (as the 
second domestic language) 

• At a university, the minimum of 70 credits 
(= 35 credit units) or the grade cum laude 
approbatur in the Swedish language, or 
has received a certificate indicating studies 
in an equivalent subject 

• Polytechnic degree in Swedish 
• A Bachelor’s degree in Swedish 
• A Master’s degree in Swedish 
• A Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree with 

Swedish as the major subject 
• Has passed a maturity examination at a 

university in Swedish 
 

• Secondary education in English in one 
of the Nordic Countries (Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, or Sweden), 
the Great Britain, Ireland, the U.S.A., 
Canada, Australia or New Zealand 

• English as the A language (i.e. mother 
tongue) as a part of IB, or as the LI (i.e. 
mother tongue) or the LII (i.e. as the 
official language) as a part of EB  

• A polytechnic degree in English in one 
of the EU or EEA Countries, or in 
Australia. Canada, New Zealand or the 
U.S.A. 

• A Bachelor’s degree in English in one of 
the EU or EEA Countries, or in Australia. 
Canada, New Zealand or the U.S.A. 

• A Master’s degree in English in one of 
the EU or EEA Countries, or in Australia. 
Canada, New Zealand or the U.S.A. 

 



ACCEPTABLE LANGUAGE TESTS AND THEIR MINIMUM SCORES OR PASSING LEVELS 
Skill level Academic level Communication level 
Language Finnish Swedish English Finnish Swedish English 
Language test       
Univ. of Helsinki 
Language Services Test 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 4 

Average  
skill level 4 

Average  
skill level 4 

National Certificate of  
Language Proficiency 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 5 

Average  
skill level 4 

Average  
skill level 4 

Average  
skill level 4 

Proficiency Examination by the Finnish National 
Board of Education 

Good skills Good skills - Good skills Good skills - 

TISUS (Test in Swedish for Universities) - Passed - - Passed - 
TOEFL PBT (Test of English, paper-based) - - 580 - - 550 
TOEFL CBT (Test of English, computer-based) - - 237 - - 213 
TOEFL iBT (Test of English, Internet-based) - - 92 - - 79 
IELTS (International English Language Testing System) 
 

- - 6.5 - - 6.0 

CAE/CPE (University of Cambridge Advanced 
Examination/Proficiency Examination) 

- - Pass grades  
A, B or C 

- - Pass grades  
 A, B or C 

 
- = A student’s skills in the language in question cannot be tested with this language test. 
 


