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Albania urged to deal 
with judiciary graft

Bankers Petroleum 
announces sharp 
cut in 2016 
investments, 
productionBetter instruments 

needed to fight 
religious extremism, 
AIIS study notes

The country’s largest foreign 
investor, Canada-based Bankers 
Petroleum, has announced a 
sharp cut in investments and 
oil production fueled by record 
low international oil prices and 
an ongoing tax dispute with the 
Albanian government which is 
expected to have negative effects 
in the 2016 government revenue. 
In its 2016 budget, Bankers 
Petroleum says it plans to 
invest $56 million in its Albania 
operations in 2016, down from a 
revised $153 million in 2015 and 
a record high of $291 million in 
2014, hitting a record low since 
2009.

Albania needs better instruments 
to fight the growth of religious 
extremism, including taking the 
proper institutional and social-
economic measures to protect the 
most vulnerable communities in 
which such extremism can find 
fertile ground, according to a 
study published this week by the 
Albanian Institute for International 
Studies with the support of the Open 
Society Foundation.
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An understandable 
frustration with the 
Albanian media
A few days ago, the German 
ambassador sent a statement to the 
media to clarify why he was spotted 
near an opposition protest on Dec. 
8. One Albanian newspaper had 
interpreted his showing up briefly 
after the end of the official rally as 
support for the opposition, calling 
him the “the protester of honor.”
“It is complete nonsense,” said the 
ambassador in a statement sent to 
media outlets.

Gov’t, fuel marking 
concessionaire in 
conflict over crude oil

Rama apologizes for 
decorating communist 
regime’s ‘torturer’

Albania’s oil supply risked 
a blockade last week after 
Global Fluids International, the 
fuel marking concessionaire, 
stopped its operations for one 
day claiming the Albanian 
government had failed to 
meet contractual obligations 
over crude oil marking and 
monitoring, the majority of which 
is produced in Albania and 
destined for export. 

In a rare public apology, Prime 
Minister Edi Rama has expressed 
regret for decorating an infamous 
political prosecutor of the 
communist regime who had 
violently interrogated two leading 
dissidents. “I feel obligated 
today ask for forgiveness for the 
understandable shock about the 
medals given to the torturers,” Rama 
said during a visit this week in 
Shkodra, the northwestern Albanian 
city known for its anti-communist 
resistance.Page 6
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FDI, remittances 
drop in year’s 
third quarter
Foreign direct investment and 
migrant remittances suffered a 
setback in the third quarter of the 
year while tourism revenue only 
slightly recovered, widening the 
gap in the in the current account, 
an important indicator about the 
economy’s health measuring the 
difference between a country’s 
savings and investments.
Data published by the country’s 
central bank shows foreign direct 
investment registered a slight 
decline in the third quarter of 
2015 when it dropped by 10 
percent to €232 million. 
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By BRIAN J. WILLIAMS

Mandarin cultivation gives new 
identity to southern villages

U.S. Ambassador Lu told 
a judges’ conference this 
week the corrupt among 
them should ‘leave this 
profession immediately’
Taking a blunt approach trying to 
convince Albanians of the need for 
justice system reform to address 
widespread graft concerns, U.S. 
Ambassador Lu told a judges’ 
a conference this week that the 
corrupt among them should “leave 
this profession immediately” and 
they could “also be put in jail soon.”
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2015 budget revised downward

In 2006 there were just around 100 
hectares of citrus planted in the 
Konispol region, in southernmost 
Albania just off the UNESCO World 
Heritage site of Butrint. Today, there 
are more than 724 hectares, which 
account for 12,000 metric tons of 

citrus production after the collapse 
of the industry in the 1990s. Currently, 
USAID support is focused on 
improving yield, quality, and safety 
through training and assistance to 
growers, as well as improving market 
infrastructure and linkages.

mandarins. Since only 50 percent 
of trees are currently producing, 
production levels in the coming 
years could double, say USAID 
representatives who have been 
working with growers and the 
community since 2007  to revitalize Page 13
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Public investments have also been revised downward by 2.5 
billion lek (€17.8 mln) to about 60 billion lek (€426 million) for 

the second time in few months after a mid-year budget cut
Underperforming revenues even 
after a mid-year budget cut and 
a nationwide campaign against 
informality have forced the Albanian 
government to revise the 2015 budget 
downward for a second time in a row 
in few months. Under a normative 
act, which has the force of law for 
temporary measures, the Albanian 
government has cut the budget on 
central government institutions by 2.5 
billion lek (€17.8 mln) to 264.1 billion 
lek (€1.88 bln) affecting the budgets 

of some key institutions such as the 
Prime Minister’s office, the ministries 
for economic development, transport 
and health. Public investments have 
also been revised downward by 2.5 
billion lek (€17.8 mln) to about 60 
billion lek (€426 million).

The finance ministry argued the 
intervention into the budget with the 
sluggish performance of government 
revenue during January-November 
2015 and slow progress in public 
investments. Page 2

Senior News Writer and Editor
Tirana Times, Albania’s weekly English-language newspaper of 
record and a growing online media outlet is looking to hire a Senior 
News Writer and Editor. 

The ideal candidate will have:
-	 Excellent	English	news	writing	and	editing	skills.	
-	 2-3	years	of	media	experience	in	English.
-	 A	degree	from	a	university	where	English	is	the	language	of	instruction.	

(Journalism degree preferred, but other social sciences will also be 
considered.)

-	 A	 clear	 understanding	 of	 Albanian	 political	 and	 economic	 trends	 is	
required as well as the ability to write about them in a completely 
nonpartisan	and	detached	way	for	an	international	audience.

-	 Must	have	an	ability	to	communicate	well	in	Albanian.

This	is	an	in-office,	full	time	senior-level	position	located	in	Tirana,	
Albania.	Applicants	must	be	Albanian	citizens	or	international	legal	
residents.

Please	send	your	CV/resume	and	two	writing	samples	to		
editor@tiranatimes.com with the words “Senior News Writer 
and	Editor”	in	the	subject	line.

Published for a decade every Friday, since 2005, Tirana Times 
offers	locally	competitive	compensation	depending	on	experience	
and	the	skills	qualified	candidates	bring	to	the	team.	Read	more	
about	us	at	tiranatimes.com.

We	thank	all	those	who	apply,	but	only	qualified	candidates	will	be	
contacted	for	an	interview.	
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