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ECPR Graduate Conference, Innsbruck (Austria) 3-5 July 2014 

Federalism and Regionalism section 
  

CALL FOR PANELS AND PAPERS 
 
Dear MA/PhD students, recent graduates and young researchers, 
 
You are kindly invited to submit proposals for Federalism and Regionalism section in ECPR 
Graduate Conference that will take place in Innsbruck. Various proposals on topics related to 
federalism, regionalism, decentralization, devolution of power, secession, local governance, multi-level 
governance, EU federalism, EU regionalization are welcome.  
 
You may submit proposal it in two ways: 

1. Submit a proposal for a panel. Panel should be about sub-topic relevant to the section's topic 
and include 3-5 paper proposals. 
2. Submit a proposal for an individual paper. 

Full guidelines are available here:  
http://standinggroups.ecpr.eu/gsn/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2013/11/GuidelinesAndDeadlines.pdf 

 
The proposals for papers are accepted until 20 Jan 2014. 
Full papers should be submitted after 1 May 2014 but no later than two weeks before the conference. 
 
The ‘Federalism and Regionalism’ section has established a cooperation with graduate journal 
‘Federal Governance’ and the papers of the section will be published in the special issue of the 
journal! 
 
There is also a competition for Hans Daalder Prize for most outstanding paper (voted for by 
participants and the chance to win €1000). http://www.ecpr.eu/Prizes/PrizeDetails.aspx?PrizeID=3.  
 
Please find the description of the section below. 
 
Proposals are accepted from graduate students and young researchers from institutions all over the 
world. Students from ECPR full member institutions are eligible for funding (travel and 
accommodation expenses). In order to submit a proposal, you need to create MyECPR account here: 
http://www.ecpr.eu/LoginCreateNewAccount.aspx 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the section chair Ieva Vezbergaite at 
vezbergaite@sabanciuniv.edu 
 
More info about the conference at ECPR website > Events > Graduate conference 
http://www.ecpr.eu/Events/EventDetails.aspx?EventID=13 
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FEDERALISM, DECENTRALIZATION and REGIONALISM 

    The drive for autonomy of sub-state units is creating a new challenge for academics, practitioners 
and politicians as new groups seek to take more control of their own affairs. Within this conceptual 
framing of the challenges to the classic state we are calling for papers and panels to examine the 
phenomenon from a number of theoretical perspectives and using a range of methodological 
approaches. 
 
    We are concerned that we do not limit these perspectives to those of power-sharing alone; whilst we 
welcome discussions on federalism, con-federalism and con-sociationalism we also consider that 
alternative approaches that maintain the integrity of the unitary state through devolution, 
decentralization, and regionalism (including EU regionalisation) need to be addressed as offering 
potential responses to the needs of political communities within and across states. Indeed, any solution 
that addresses the need to re-set power relationships between unitary states and sub-units would 
contribute to the overall debate. 
 
    The aim of this section is therefore to examine all aspects of the ways in which needs of sub- units 
can be accommodated by unitary states, so that aspects of diversity, identity, good governance and 
democratization can be examined without restricting the conceptual framework to that of power-
sharing. The normative connotations of such an approach are clear- there are numerous examples 
currently of states that are challenged by the needs of sub-state units within their borders, but who may 
be concerned that the power-sharing approaches of other states have proved sub-optimal, and who 
thus seek valid alternatives. Similarly, fully fledged power-sharing approaches may be inimical to 
political society in states challenged by the needs of sub-units, and these may seek alternative, valid 
accommodations either as an interim measure in the road towards full power-sharing, or as a solution 
in their own right that engages with and satisfies demands of sub-state units. 
 
    Within these conceptual and normative frameworks we would welcome papers or panels from 
researchers working on topics/areas that might include: 
 

 Theoretical approaches to the state, in particular the identification and accommodation 
of sub-state units’ needs for diversity and identity; 

 Empirical evidence for ‘good governance’ in political systems that have a range of 
approaches to accommodating sub-state units; 

 Analysis of processes of democratization in unitary states that 
promotes/accommodates sub-units; 

 Public policy studies- including the importance of local government in delivering public 
goods; 

 Regionalism studies, both at the below the state level, and above the state- to include 
EU regionalisation; 

 Political economy approaches- examining the role of financial transfers and fiscal 
autonomy in accommodating and fostering sub-state units’ autonomy. 

 
    These suggested areas will offer scope for both the development of individual papers, and for panels 
themed around a particular topic. It is the objective of the section to create a vibrant discussion on the 
diverse options available to political elites in their responses to accommodating sub-state units’ needs, 
through an inclusive approach to methodologies and theories across the political science spectrum. 
 


