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Skill shortages and gaps in European enterprises: striking a balance between vocational education and training and the labour market.

This report provides evidence that closer stakeholder collaboration between the worlds of education and of work is a recipe for success, potentially leading to greater employer satisfaction with the skills of new recruits. However, while the identified policy tools may go a long way towards mitigating the initial skill gaps that young workers inevitably experience during their school-to-work transition, they are only likely to be part of the solution.
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Skills development is a priority for the economies in South East Europe (SEE). Workforce competencies are central to increasing regional labour productivity to reach EU-28 levels which are about double those of the SEE region. Creating a better match between worker skills and labour market needs could reduce the persistently high unemployment rate, which is more than twice the rate of the EU-28. High youth unemployment and the highest levels of longterm jobseekers in Europe pose additional challenges for SEE policy makers.
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